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This is a time of rapid change for Qatar. The state’s phenomenal 
achievement of 77 million tonnes per annum (Mta) of liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) capacity in 2010 is a launch pad for the future, says His Excellency  
Dr Mohamed Bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry, Chairman 
and Managing Director of Qatar Petroleum and Chairman of RasGas, who 
shares his views in this issue on the challenges facing Qatar’s energy sector.  
One of these challenges is the need to anticipate where demand for  
energy will grow – both at home in Qatar and around the world.

In this respect, RasGas is making important connections. When the Golden 
Pass terminal in Texas was commissioned in October 2010, it marked 
the end of RasGas’ LNG expansion project and the beginning of its full 
operational phase. RasGas now has a total LNG production capacity of 
around 37 Mta, and is well placed to develop new gas projects to supply the 
domestic market, and diversify its customer portfolio in expanding Middle 
Eastern LNG markets and new markets such as Brazil, Chile and Argentina, 
where economic growth is driving up demand for energy. Our article reveals 
how South America represents a new horizon for Qatari LNG.

In October 2010 RasGas also celebrated the opening of the Korea Liaison 
Office in Seoul. We analyse the strategic importance of South Korea’s 
energy market to RasGas, and the exciting pan-Asian possibilities that this 
development opens up. 

The 77 Mta celebration – and the announcement in December 2010 that 
Qatar was successful in its bid to host the FIFA 2022 World Cup – have 
put the country very much on the world map. This raised global profile 
is matched by a high international credit rating, and the recent Business 
and Investment in Qatar Forum in New York demonstrated to American 
investors that Qatar is a safe haven for business.

On the theme of international conferences, RasGas connected with industry 
peers at Gastech 2011, the highlight of the gas industry calendar, held in 
Amsterdam. RasGas’ keynote address outlined the innovations throughout 
the LNG value chain which have helped the company score better than the 
industry average in several key benchmarking areas. Later this year RasGas 
will be participating in the first World Petroleum Congress (WPC), to be  
held in Doha. 

RasGas’ technological innovations are also helping to conserve the 
environment, helping to make the company 
an energy-sector leader in Qatar and the Gulf 
region. And in the area of Corporate Social 
Responsibility, RasGas is linking creatively with 
local communities, helping to deliver the Qatar 
National Vision 2030 in innovative ways.

I hope you enjoy reading the magazine.

Hamad Rashid Al Mohannadi
RasGas Managing Director

RasGas: the energy to connect
Editorial
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Qatar’s good fortune comes with a 
responsibility to exploit our energy 
reserves in an environmentally 
acceptable manner

Above: RasGas operations staff 
in an LNG train control room at 
Ras Laffan Industrial City 
Opposite: Doha, Qatar's capital 
city and a regional centre for 
the energy sector

stream in 2014. But rest assured, Qatar will continue to 
have LNG for export.

The balance of demand growth is also shifting in 
international markets, away from traditional markets such 
as the United States, where shale gas deposits are meeting 
a growing proportion of local demand, towards Asia’s 
burgeoning economies. It will be interesting to watch for 
changes in gas demand in the United States in the coming 
years if there is a strong move away from nuclear power. 
By 2030 it is estimated that non-OECD Asia’s population 
will rise by 873 million – this growth and the realisation  
of Asia’s economic potential lead to increased demand  
not only for energy but for all products as per capita 
income and quality of life increase. So flows of major  
global investment and trade will be concentrated in the 
East. Countries and businesses that spot this reality and 
modify their investment strategies accordingly will be  
the clear winners.  

Again, we are well placed: Qatar has a strong presence 
in Asian markets already. Historically, our major oil and 
gas customers have been our Asian trading partners. We 
understand their needs and are focused on strengthening 
our business relationships. In 2009, more than 60 per cent 
of Qatar’s LNG was exported to Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
China and India, and recently we have entered into new 
agreements with a number of Asian buyers. Qatar is ready 
to play its part in meeting the demand for energy in Asia.

Achieving sustainable development
Our energy sector is also playing a leading role in 
implementing the Qatar National Vision 2030, the strategic 
plan that will guide our own sustainable growth. Our primary 
work is in leveraging Qatar’s plentiful hydrocarbon resources 
to make sustainable development a reality for all its people  
– the financial wealth those resources can produce will 
enable us to invest in high-quality infrastructure, to 
deliver efficient and effective public services, to create 
a skilled national workforce, and to develop our people’s 
entrepreneurship and innovation capabilities.

Beyond this translation of hydrocarbons into financial 
assets, the sector is engaged in a range of other activities 
that support the Qatar National Vision 2030, principally in 
developing the country’s human capital. We have in place a 
Qatarization initiative that delivers high-quality training for 
Qatari nationals, and educational programmes that provide 
sponsorship and internship opportunities for students. We 
collaborate with research organisations on technological 
and educational schemes. And our companies operate 
corporate social responsibility programmes that support 
Qatari communities.

One of the four pillars of the Qatar National Vision 2030, 
and a very significant one for the energy industries, is 
environmental development. We take our environmental 
responsibilities very seriously, so I am happy to be able 
to record a substantial list of achievements. RasGas, 
for example, implements a leak detection and repair 
programme and a range of flare minimisation measures, 
and has fitted and is retrofitting dry low NOx technology 

Vision

to all its trains to reduce emissions of oxides of nitrogen. 
LNG ‘jetty boil-off’ technology is to be installed at Ras 
Laffan port. And RasGas and Qatargas participate in joint 
research programmes with partners such as universities, 
Qatar Science and Technology Park, ExxonMobil and 
Chevron. Our goals are to identify the sustainable energy 
technologies that work best in Qatar’s climate and to 
accelerate real-world application of these technologies 
through education and industry partnerships.

The importance of LNG
In any discussion of energy and the environment it is 
important to say something about renewable and other 
sources of energy. You sometimes hear it said that the 
development of renewable and alternative energies is 
competing with hydrocarbons, but it isn’t. In fact, to 
sustain reasonable global economic growth we need all 
available energy sources, especially as rising standards  
of living in the developing world drive up energy 
consumption exponentially.

Alternative sources of energy have an important role to 
play and must be developed and supported to take a bigger 
share of the market, but it has been shown that by 2030 
around 80 per cent of the world’s energy supply will still 
have to come from fossil fuels. 

For example, today global energy consumption hovers 
around 90 million barrels of oil per day, and forecasts show 
that demand will exceed 110 million barrels per day in 
2030. In order to maintain today’s level of supply, never 

RasGas has deservedly earned a 
global reputation for the security  
and reliability of its deliveries
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Our goal is to identify the sustainable 
energy technologies that work best in 
Qatar’s climate

has begun by investing in infrastructure for the solar 
energy industry, and is already home to a silicon-producing 
factory which will produce 3,500 tonnes of silicon each 
year. Solar capacity is being installed in new buildings, 
too: some 12 per cent of the Qatar National Convention 
Centre’s energy now comes from the sun.

A leader in Qatar and the region
In the Qatari energy sector, RasGas is a key player. Backed 
by experienced board members and by shareholders who 
have been ready and willing to invest in every stage of  
the LNG supply chain, the company has deservedly earned 
a strong reputation around the world for the security and 
reliability of its deliveries. It is trusted here in Qatar too, 
of course, where it operates the Al Khaleej Gas trains and 
the Qatar Helium plant. From 2014 it will also operate the 
Barzan sales gas plant.

I also know from my personal experience as a past 
managing director of RasGas that the company has an 
excellent internal culture, where people are committed 
to overcoming obstacles and getting the job done. 
RasGas has an award-winning Qatarization scheme that 
sets a standard for others to follow, and is a leader in 
technological innovations in construction, operational and 
environmental practices. And the company’s commitment 
to safety is known throughout the industry – RasGas 
regularly posts industry-leading LTI statistics. Part of this 
achievement is due to the strong partnerships RasGas 
has developed with its contractors and with international 
energy companies. These relationships spring from RasGas’ 
culture of collaboration and continuous improvement, and 
they in turn enable the company to develop in a holistic 
manner rather than focusing narrowly on its bottom line.

And the energy industry’s track record has been good, 
even in times of crisis. The Middle East, which has 60 per 
cent of the world’s oil reserves and around 45 per cent of 
known gas reserves, has experienced a number of wars 
and yet the flow of oil and gas continued. One major factor 
is that everybody, including the conflicting parties in the 
Middle East and elsewhere, realises that they can differ 
drastically on many issues but they all agree on taking 
whatever measures are necessary to keep the supply going. 
Today, for example, Libya’s production has been disrupted 
but other producers have made up for that loss, and global 
supply and inventories have hardly been affected.

The second issue is the moratorium imposed in 2005 on 
future gas development in the North Field. The moratorium 
gives us the time we need to study the reservoir. Until these 
studies are complete, we won’t know about future potential. 

However, although our production portfolio is constant, 
it is also flexible, and gives us the ability to divert LNG 
to where the market most needs it. For example, it has 
enabled us to rapidly respond to the needs of our long term 
customers in Japan for extra LNG, following the terrible 
disasters that have occurred there. If we can deliver gas to 
the GCC region in the form of LNG, we will be very happy to 
do so. For now we will exploit the full potential of diverting 
cargoes to where they are most needed.

Vision

mind increasing capacity to 110 million barrels a day, we 
will need to inject trillions of dollars. We have been blessed 
in this part of the world with large energy reserves, but 
this good fortune comes with a responsibility to ensure 
that we exploit those reserves in an environmentally 
acceptable manner.

Gas has a particularly important role to play, both in 
meeting the world’s energy needs and in managing its 
carbon emissions. Gas fired power stations are relatively 
cheap, low in carbon emissions, quick to build and flexible 
to operate. Replacing coal fired power stations with gas is 
one of the quickest ways to reduce carbon emissions. The 
flexibility of gas fired power stations is also ideally suited 
to help grid operators to balance variation in output from 
intermittent renewable energy sources. 

And work is already under way to ensure the country 
plays a big part in the growth of renewable energy. Qatar 
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New horizons

Brazil and Chile, with several more 
regasification plants under discussion, 
including floating storage regasification 
units (FSRU) in northern Colombia, 
at Concepcion Bay in southern Chile 
and at Bahia in northern Brazil, and 
an onshore terminal at San Matias in 
southern Argentina. The only onshore 
terminal at present is at Quintero Bay 
in Chile.

Three dominant markets
The three biggest consumers of 
energy in the South American ‘cone’ 
(that is, countries south of the 
northern group of Ecuador, Colombia, 
Venezuela and the Guyanas) are Brazil, 
Argentina and Chile. This trio will be 
the three biggest potential import 
markets for LNG.

Brazil   In 2009 natural gas accounted 
for 8.7 per cent of primary energy 
consumption in Brazil, where the gas 
supply market is dominated by Petrobras, 

a publicly traded energy company that 
is majority-owned by the Brazilian state. 

Hydroelectric power represents more than 
70 per cent of power generation and LNG 

will prevent shortages of electricity during 
dry periods. Brazil's floating regasification 

terminal at Pecém began operations in January 
2009, and its floating terminal at Guanabara 
entered production in April 2009. As the Brazilian 
economy grows, demand for energy will increase, 
which in turn will drive up demand for natural gas.

Argentina   The country is the largest gas market 
on the continent, with its domestic reserves 
leading to an unusual bias towards oil (38 per 
cent) and gas (52 per cent). A decline in gas 
production has combined with other factors 
to lead to an increase in demand for LNG. The 
country has a regasification terminal at Bahia 
Blanca and is considering a new floating terminal 
there; a new terminal at Escobar will enter service 
during 2011.

Chile   In recent years LNG imports have enabled 
natural gas to recover ground lost to diesel oil 

and other fuels for power generation – today 
natural gas accounts for 19.5 per cent of 
power generated in Chile, which has an onshore 
LNG regasification terminal at Quintero Bay 
and a floating terminal at Mejillones, which 
began operations in July 2009 and June 2010 
respectively. LNG imports have become 
increasingly important to Chile as the contribution 
of gas coming across the Andes from Argentina 
has declined.

Following the economic trend
Having considered the facts, the answer to the 
question (‘which analysis is correct?’) posed 
earlier is clear: RasGas’ recent spot sales are 
a sign of the emergence of Latin America as a 
significant market for LNG. It is confirmation of 
a planned and implemented marketing strategy 
by RasGas. While Argentina is the biggest South 
American market for LNG, Brazil and Chile both 
offer substantial growth potential, and the 
expectation is that LNG imports will grow swiftly 
in the coming years and that natural gas will 
continue to expand its share of the total energy 
market.

“The South American market is growing,” 
said Khalid Sultan Al Kuwari, RasGas Marketing 
Executive, at the time of the Petrobras spot 
sale. “This has led to increased sales to the 
continent, demonstrating RasGas’ commitment 
to providing a safe, secure and reliable supply  
of LNG worldwide.”

As commodities are the foundation for South 
American economies, the outlook for Brazil, 
Argentina and Chile is relatively bright. Provided 
high growth rates remain, the continent is 
likely to continue its positive economic cycle. 
That would be good news for South American 
citizens and a good opportunity to continue 
commercialising RasGas’ gas volumes.

The primary driver of 
South American economic 
expansion is commodities, 
and commodity prices are 
high, driven by demand  
from China and India
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Since 2009, Brett Doherty, RasGas’ Safety, 
Health, Environment & Quality Group Manager, 
has chaired a task force whose work will lead 
to a global standardisation of asset integrity 
indicators. Asset integrity hazards, also known 
as process safety hazards, are simply defined as 
those that give rise to major accidents involving 
release of potentially dangerous materials, 
release of energy (explosions, fires), or both.  
In an industry where safety is, at all times and in 
all locations, the primary goal, having indicators 
that help quantify process safety risk will be  
a huge step forward.

The task force is the International Association 
of Oil and Gas Producers’ (OGP) Asset Integrity 
Key Performance Indicator Task Force, set up 
in 2008 during a period of intense activity. 
The triggers for this activity were two major 
incidents in 2005.

On 23 March that year, a huge explosion 
occurred at a BP refinery at Texas City in 
the United States. Fifteen people lost their 
lives and more than 170 were injured. Then, 
on 11 December, a series of explosions and 
subsequent fire destroyed large parts of the 
Buncefield oil storage and transfer depot in the 
United Kingdom, causing widespread damage  
to neighbouring property.

A breakthrough opportunity
Before 2005, some companies and industry 
groups had established process safety 
metrics programmes, but these differed from 
organisation to organisation, and in effectiveness. 
Texas City itself was already measuring ‘loss of 
containment’ incidents, which had increased by 
52 per cent between 2002 and 2004. Regulators 
and operators alike could see that many of the 
causal factors at Texas City and Buncefield were 

RasGas  
leads on  
asset  
integrity

An OGP task force has 
produced a model 
for asset integrity key 
performance indicators 
that will become a new 
standard for the global 
oil and gas industry. 
RasGas has played a 
high-profile role in the 
work of the task force
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Asset integrity

major incident risks, which included preliminary 
guidance on establishment of key performance 
indicators (KPIs) and identified the absence of 
upstream industry guidance on asset integrity 
KPIs as a significant issue for the industry. 
To build on this report, OGP set up an Asset 
Integrity KPI Task Force and subsequently 
named Brett Doherty as its chair.

“The task force was charged with three 
primary objectives,” explains Doherty. “To 
assess whether further guidance is needed on 
the selection, development and use of KPIs, 
to identify a limited set of KPIs to improve 
company safety performance, and to select 
upstream KPIs suitable for industry-wide OGP 
reporting, effectively following what API had 
done for the downstream industry.”

Qatar was represented on the 20-strong task 
force not only by Brett Doherty, but by Saif 
Saed Saif Al Naimi, Director, HSE Regulation and 
Enforcement Directorate. Why such a prominent 
role for Qatar and RasGas? Because RasGas’ 
experience as the operator of the largest 
integrated gas processing facility in the world 
(which includes seven LNG trains, two sales gas 
plants and a helium refinery) and its exemplary 
safety culture made RasGas a natural choice.  
The company has always taken a proactive 
role on safety in the industry – both as a 
technological innovator and as an advocate on 
safety matters with government and regulatory 
authorities – helping to make Qatar an 
international leader on safety-related research, 
technology and best practice.

The process safety triangle
At the heart of the KPI model adapted by the 
task force is the process safety triangle, a 
diagram showing the categorisation, into four 

tiers, of indicators for asset integrity. The 
triangle builds on a similar concept developed 
for ‘personal (or occupational) safety indicators’ 
of situations that primarily affect single workers 
rather than whole plants, areas or communities.

Tier 1 indicators includes the most serious 
events: those with the greatest consequences. 
These are known as ‘lagging’ indicators, as they 
are only evident after the event the system  
has been designed to avoid. Indicators in tiers 
2 to 4 are progressively less serious, with the 
indicators moving from ‘lagging’ to ‘leading’, 
where ‘leading’ indicators are those monitored 
on a daily, sometimes hourly, basis as part of 
regular management and operational discipline.

“This piece of work is likely to become the 
analogue to the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) personal safety metrics 
of LTI [lost-time incidents] and MTI [medical 
treatment incidents] adopted not only by the 
oil and gas industry, but by all major industries 
progressively over the last 30 years,” explains 
Brett Doherty. “In talking with the Qatar 
industry regulator, Qatar Petroleum’s HSE 
Directorate, it’s their intent to adopt this system 
as mandatory over the next few years.”

The work of the task force is now complete. 
OGP collected data from its member companies 
around the world to provide pre-2010 baseline 
figures, and a new OGP guidance document, 
Asset Integrity Key Performance Indicators, will 
be published in June this year. A communication 
plan is in place to ensure that all industry 
stakeholders, commercial and regulatory, are 
fully aware of progress. And OGP has created a 
Process Safety Sub-Committee, which takes over 
from the task force and ensures the existence of 
a permanent advisory body for OGP members.

Future work will include assisting in the 
annual collection, analysis and reporting of asset 
integrity data; refining guidance in the Asset 
Integrity Key Performance Indicators document; 
producing a five-year plan; and developing 
simple ‘dashboard’ views of tier-4 KPIs, as 
successfully pioneered by Maersk Oil.

With RasGas fully engaged, the Asset Integrity 
Key Performance Indicator Task Force has taken 
process safety to a new level.

The 2010 Macondo incident 
has accelerated the energy 
industry's need for these 
standards

Process safety triangle
Tier 1 events

LOPC (loss of primary containment)  
events of greater consequence

Tier 2 events
LOPC events of lesser consequence

Tier 3 events
Challenges to safety systems

Tier 4 performance
Operating discipline and management  

system performance indicators

The Qatar industry 
regulator intends to adopt 
this system as mandatory 
over the next few years

present at other sites around the world. So this 
was a ‘breakthrough opportunity’, a moment 
for the oil and gas industries to align on a 
common and effective scheme of asset integrity 
measurement that would improve safety.

Governments and industry bodies were quick 
to act. In 2006 the Centre for Chemical Process 
Safety (CCPS) in the United States invited a 
range of stakeholders in the energy industries to 
participate in the Process Safety Metric Project. 
In 2007 two reports were published on Texas 
City accident: the Baker Report and the Chemical 
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board (CSB) 
report. In particular, the CSB recommended that 
the American Petroleum Institute (API) should 
develop a new ANSI (American National Standards 
Institute) standard, creating “performance 
indicators for process safety for the refinery 
and petrochemical industries”. The indicators, 
the CSB specified, should be few, simple and 
well defined. They should allow internal and 
external benchmarking for multiple stakeholders. 
They should produce sufficient data to enable 
continuous improvement in asset integrity. And 
they should align as much as possible with other 
recent publications on industry metrics.

The recommendations contained in the Baker 
Report and the CSB Report were supported 
by the Buncefield Major Incident Investigation 
Report in 2008. Also that year, the OGP 
published Asset Integrity – the key to managing 

1
2
3
4
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Strength  
in stability

Economic development

There are huge business opportunities in Qatar, which 
is emerging as a political, economic and cultural centre 
of the Gulf region. This was the central message of the 
Business and Investment in Qatar Forum, held in New 
York in April, under the patronage of His Excellency the 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Qatar, Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Jassim Bin Jabor Al Thani. 

The two-day forum at the Waldorf Hotel drew  
high-level delegates from the United States and Qatar, 
and 1,000 participants from different business sectors. 
Aligned with the strategic development goals of Qatar’s 
National Vision 2030, the forum’s sessions were 
interdisciplinary, starting with Qatar’s mineral wealth, 
the driving force behind the country’s remarkable 
growth and including finance, media, infrastructure, 
healthcare, education, and culture, tourism and sport. 

As well as HE the Prime Minister of Qatar, other  
high-profile participants included His Excellency  
Dr Mohamed Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and 
Industry; His Excellency Dr Ibrahim Al Ibrahim, Economic 
Adviser to His Highness the Emir Sheikh Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Al Thani and Secretary General – General 
Secretariat for Development Planning; Hamad Rashid Al 

Qatar’s high international credit rating, 
prosperous economy and political stability 
have created an international business haven. 
The recent Business and Investment in Qatar 
Forum in New York signalled to US investors 
that Qatar is very much open for business
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Economic development

spend about $100 billion on national infrastructure and 
development projects. The Qatari government recently 
announced the largest budget in its history, projecting  
a 30 per cent increase in revenues, and it has ringfenced 
approximately $38 billion for public expenditure in the 
run-up to the FIFA World Cup in 2022.

Qatar’s transport projects include the new Doha 
International Airport, which will have a capacity of 
50 million passengers. The first phase is due to be 
completed at the beginning of 2012, with a capacity  
of 30 million. A $5 billion contract has been awarded for 
the new Doha port, which will be able to hold 2 million 
containers. A massive $30 billion integrated metro 
network will shortly be built in Doha and neighbouring 
areas, and work is underway to modernise Qatar’s road 
network, and to increase electricity and desalinated 
water output capacity in line with increasing demand.

Another important message was Qatar’s commitment 
to realising the Qatar National Vision 2030, which is 
strongly supported by its oil and gas wealth. Qatar is 
pursuing the goal of improving the quality of life for 
everyone in the country, helping to create fair and just 
social institutions, and protecting the environment, while 
transforming itself into a knowledge-based economy. 
Qatar is working hard to expand opportunities for men 
and women. Several high-profile targeted American 
universities have opened branches in Qatar’s Education 
City, affiliated to the Qatar Foundation, which is helping 
to consolidate the high educational standards in Qatar. 
The Qatar Science and Technology Park in the Education 
City has already attracted international companies such 
as Microsoft, General Electric, ExxonMobil and Shell. 
Qatar has also invested heavily in its healthcare systems, 
demonstrating strategic forward planning in anticipating 
the needs of its citizens at a time of tremendous change.

Other forum sessions discussed the stability of Qatar’s 
banking sector and the authorities’ efforts to strengthen 
controls and supervision to match the best international 
standards. The regulatory functions of the Qatar Financial 
Centre, Qatar Authority for Securities and the insurance 
sector will soon merge under one umbrella affiliated to 
Qatar Central Bank. Qatar has also raised its profile on 
the world’s media stage, most recently through the  
77 Mta celebrations and its successful bid to host the 
World Cup in 2022. 

During the course of the forum a major Qatar 
Petroleum and ExxonMobil joint project, the Golden 
Pass LNG terminal in Texas, was inaugurated by HE the 
Prime Minister in the presence of HE Dr Al Sada. RasGas 
delivered the first cargo of Qatar LNG to Golden Pass in 
October 2010. The terminal’s commissioning represents 
the 2010 completion of the Trains 6 and 7 project and 
sees RasGas fully enter its operational phase. As Hamad 
Rashid Al Mohannadi said in his presentation, “It is an 
honour to have been invited to New York to address this 
forum on behalf of RasGas. It is wonderful to see such 
a distinguished list of speakers, a list that demonstrates 
the scale of the ambition and capability of our wonderful 
nation. I look forward to working with many of you in  
this exciting future.”

The American 
connection

There are already strong 
business links between 
Qatar and the Unted States. 
According to the US State 
Department, the United 
States is Qatar’s largest 
import partner. Qatar 
represents the fourth-largest 
importer of US products and 
services in the Gulf region.  
In fact, US investment in 
Qatar increased by about  
15 per cent in 2010, 
reaching about $3 billion. 
Meanwhile, Qatari Diar 
Real Estate, the property 
investment arm of the Qatar 
Investment Authority (QIA), 
has invested $700 million 
in the CityCenterDC in 
Washington DC. And  
in 2005, Qatar donated  
$100 million to help  
the relief effort after 
Hurricane Katrina.

The IMF has 
identified Qatar as 
the country in the 
world least affected 
by the global 
financial crisis

The Qatar Science and Technology 
Park in Education City has already 
attracted international companies 
such as Microsoft, General Electric, 
ExxonMobil and Shell

Mohannadi, Managing Director, RasGas; Saad Sherida Al 
Kaabi, Director, Oil and Gas Ventures, Qatar Petroleum;  
Rex Tillerson, Chairman and CEO, ExxonMobil 
Corporation (USA), and Alex Dodds, President and 
General Manager, ExxonMobil (Qatar), among 
representatives of many other Qatari ministries  
and commercial and financial institutes.

Hamad Rashid Al Mohannadi, RasGas Managing 
Director, spoke on the first day on ‘The RasGas 
Commitment: From Qatar to the World’. He showcased 
Qatar’s vast natural resources and how global LNG 
demand is forecast to grow around 30 per cent in the 

next five years. He also considered how the market may 
change in the light of the recent tragic events in Japan, as 
policymakers around the world review the continued use 
of nuclear power. “I believe that the role of natural gas, 
Qatar’s key strategic asset, may just have been strongly 
reinforced,” said Al Mohannadi. He discussed how strong 
LNG demand from Asia is set to continue, while in North 
America, gas demand is again expected to rise: “Even 
President Obama, in his 2011 State of the Union address, 
recognised natural gas as having a key role in the long 
term clean energy future. South America has continued 
its emergence as an important market for LNG, bringing 
the new dynamic of counter-seasonal demand. RasGas is 
now supplying increasing volumes to Brazil, Argentina and 
Chile in particular. And finally, Europe’s own internal gas 
production is in strong decline and LNG will increasingly 
fill this gap. RasGas is now positioned to play a key role in 
providing energy to Qatar, to the region and to the world.”

For American businesses, the Business and Investment 
in Qatar Forum was an opportunity to understand how, 
given the current turmoil in the Middle East region, Qatar 
provides a safe haven for investments. First, Qatar is 
strategically situated in the Arabian Gulf, at the meeting 
point between east and west. Second, its political stability 
and predicted gross domestic product (GDP) growth 
make it a low-risk option for investors. Moody’s and 
Standard & Poors have given Qatar one of the region's 
highest sovereign credit ratings: Aa2 and AA respectively. 

In fact, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
identified Qatar as the country least affected by the 
global financial crisis. The IMF and CIA World Factbook 
both rank Qatar's per capita GDP as the world's highest. 
What’s more, in 2011 Qatar’s overall real GDP is 
projected to grow by almost 20 per cent, driven by 
expansion in natural gas production and investment in 
infrastructure. In the coming decades Qatar plans to 
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 Doha, 
global host

In December more than 
4,000 delegates from the 
international upstream 
community will descend on 
Doha, when Qatar hosts 
the Middle East’s first World 
Petroleum Congress
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The 20th WPC promises to 
be the most influential date 
on the petroleum industry 
calendar, mapping the way 
forward for global oil and gas

Record-breaking submissions 
for the 20th Wpc in doha

The call for papers for the 20th World 
Petroleum Congress closed on 31 March 
2011, by which time a record-breaking 
number of submissions had been received 
from 455 companies and 178 institutions 
involved in training and research in the  
oil and gas field in 65 countries.

“Almost 2,000 high-quality papers  
have been submitted for 24 technical 
forum sessions distributed into five blocks: 
Natural Gas, New Exploration and Production 
Frontiers and Technologies, Innovations in 
the Downstream, Complementary Energy 
Sources and Industry Commitment to 
Sustainability,” said Dr Renato Bertani, Chair 
of the International Congress Programme 
Committee for the 20th World  
Petroleum Congress.

Of the 18 World Petroleum Congress (WPC) 
conferences and exhibitions held since 1933, 
none has been held in the Gulf region, home of 
most of the world’s energy reserves. This year, 
however, the largest, most prestigious event in 
the energy industry will come to the Middle East 
for the first time. The 20th WPC will be held in 
Doha, Qatar, 4–8 December. 

Known as the Olympics of the oil and gas 
industry, the World Petroleum Congress attracts 
a global oil and gas audience, as well as external 
stakeholders such as governments, other industry 
sectors, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and international institutions. The 
triennial event covers all aspects of the industry, 
from technological advances in upstream and 
downstream operations, to the role of natural 
gas, renewable and alternative energy, the 
management of the industry and its social, 
economic and environmental impact. 

More than 4,000 delegates are expected 
at the 20th WPC in Doha over five days, with 
around 600 media organisations represented and 
550 presenters participating in the programme. 

Premier industry forum
As the principal meeting place for the 
international oil and gas industry, the WPC 
helps to catalyse and facilitate dialogue among 
stakeholders and find sustainable solutions 
to key technical, social, environmental and 
management issues facing the industry. The 
World Petroleum Exhibition, held alongside 
the Congress, is the most significant global 
exhibition dedicated to the oil and gas industries. 
It features exhibits from the world’s most 
prestigious national oil and gas companies and 
agencies and also showcases key suppliers, 
service companies and manufacturers.

Held every three years, the WPC is organised 
by the World Petroleum Council, a non-political 
organisation accredited as a non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) by the United Nations. 
The World Petroleum Council was set up in 
1933 to promote the management of the 
world’s petroleum resources for the benefit 
of all humankind. Headquartered in London, 
the Council includes 60 member countries 
from around the world, representing over 95 
per cent of global oil and gas production and 
consumption. WPC membership is unique, as 
it includes both Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and non-OPEC 
countries and representatives of national 
oil companies (NOCs) and independent oil 
companies (IOCs). 

The theme of the 20th WPC in Doha is 
Energy Solutions for All: Promoting Cooperation, 
Innovation and Investment. Debate will focus 
on solutions for providing global access for all 
to reliable, affordable and sustainable energy in 
both the near and long term future. Key topics 

will include innovations by producers, consumers 
and governments to develop new oil, gas and 
alternative energy resources. There will also be 
papers on finding ways to set higher standards 
for wiser, more efficient and cleaner energy 
consumption. The conference will highlight and 
debate the need for a long-term view on the 
massive investments required by the energy 
sector, and the returns to investors that adopt 
such visionary approach. RasGas will be one of 
the high-profile participants in the conference 
and accompanying exhibition.

The global oil and gas industry is also leading 
the way in several social and environmental areas, 
and the WPC Excellence Awards will showcase 
the best of these initiatives. The WPCEA on Social 
Responsibility encourages a better understanding 
of the complex relationship between a clean 
environment, good business practice, social 
responsibility and a healthy economy. The award 
recognises those organisations demonstrating 
innovative and far-reaching health, safety and 
environment programmes; the commitment and 
involvement of management and employees; the 
development of mutually beneficial relations with 
communities; feasibility; wide applicability and 
reproducibility for the petroleum industry; and 
proven or clearly demonstrable long-term results.

 
Qatar steps up
Qatar is delighted to be hosting the 20th World 
Petroleum Congress in 2011, after it won 
the most votes in a secret electronic ballot of 
members by the WPC Council in 2007. “I am 
extremely proud that Qatar has the honour to 
host the 20th WPC. Bringing the WPC to this 
region for the first time will offer many their 

first chance to come to know more about the 
petroleum industry here. We look forward 
to working with QMDI to make this the best 
Congress ever,” said HE Dr Mohamed Al Sada, 
Minister of Energy and Industry, speaking at the 
official handover event at the end of the 19th 
WPC in Madrid in 2008. Johannesburg, Beijing, 
London, New York, Paris and Rome have all 
previously hosted the Congress.

As a leading player in the oil and gas industry, 
Qatar is more than ready to host such an 
influential industry event and to develop and 
strengthen its international connections. Today, 
Qatar is the world’s largest LNG producer 
and exporter, and one of the world’s major 
producers of petrochemicals. It has the world’s 
largest single field of non-associated natural 
gas, and one of the fastest growing economies 
in the world. From a logistics point of view, the 
country is abundantly equipped to host the 
WPC. It has successfully hosted prestigious 
international events such as the World Trade 
Organisation ministerial conference, LNG14, 
Gastech and the International Energy Forum 
in previous years. Qatar has also hosted Asia’s 
largest sporting event, the Asian Games, with an 
impressive track record in terms of organisation, 
logistics and safety performance. Hospitality is 
an integral part of the Qatari culture, and the 
state has invested heavily in advanced facilities 
and infrastructure. Scores of new 5-star hotels 
and a new exhibition centre have been built to 
welcome the WPC delegates. All the conference 
logistics will be organised in-house by Qatar 
Petroleum, the national petroleum corporation, 
which is also the main sponsor of the Congress. 
RasGas will be one of the national sponsors. 

As in previous years, the 20th WPC promises 
to be the most influential date on the petroleum 
industry calendar, with many of the world’s 
leading industry names coming together to map 
out the way forward. But first class organisation 
and content are not the only goals on the WPC 
list. One principle of organising the Congress 
is to ensure a lasting legacy for the local host 
community. As a not-for-profit organisation, 
the WPC aims to ensure that any surpluses from 
its Congresses and meetings are directed into 
educational or charitable activities in the host 
country. The legacy from the first Congress to 
be held in the Middle East is likely to involve 
Qatar's education sector. 
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 Dry-dock first  
for RasGas  
 and Qatar
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The RasGas LNG carrier 
Simaisma was the first  
LNG ship to dry-dock at  
the new N-KOM facility  
at Ras Laffan port

On 29 March the Simaisma, one of the RasGas 
fleet of chartered liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
carriers, entered the dry dock at the Erhama Bin 
Jaber Al Jalahma Shipyard at Ras Laffan port. The 
‘dry-docking’ was the first at the new facility, 
which was completed in late 2010, and the first 
in Qatar – a significant milestone not only for 
RasGas and its own shipping operations, but 
for Qatar itself, which is now positioned at the 
forefront of global port development and the 
energy sector’s shipping industry.

For the Simaisma, too, the visit to the new 
dry dock was a notable moment: its first ‘special 
survey’. The ship is on a five-year survey cycle, 
which meant that during this docking the cargo 
tanks were inspected and all cargo pumps were 
removed for inspection and refurbishment. 
The main propulsion system, a Kawasaki  
UA-400 turbine developing 36,800 shp (shaft 
horsepower), was also opened up for inspection. 
The primary reason for dry-docking, however, is 
to refurbish the hull coatings. In accordance with 
RasGas’ commitment to the environment, the 
Simaisma has an environmentally friendly foul 
release paint system, Intersleek 700, and the 
propeller is similarly coated. The hull was given a 
full new coating, which required 12,500 litres of 
paint – or enough to fill a hotel swimming pool.

The importance of the occasion was made 
clear by the presence of a six-strong team from 
the owners, Maran Gas Maritime, led by Andreas 
Spertos, Technical Director. For RasGas the  
dry-docking was overseen by Homoud Al 
Rowaili, Senior Engineer.

Beginning of a six-phase plan
The new dry dock is operated by  
Nakilat-Keppel Offshore & Marine (N-KOM),  
a company formed under an agreement 
between Nakilat, which owns the new port 
facilities, and Singapore-based Keppel Offshore 
& Marine. Nakilat (‘carrier’ in Arabic) is a Qatari 

joint-stock company, 50 per cent owned by 
its founding shareholders and 50 per cent by 
public shareholders. In a six-phase plan for the 
development of the port, the dry dock is central 
to phases 1 and 2, which involve the repair and 
conversion of very large ships (eg LNG carriers 
and ‘very large crude carriers’), and the repair 
of medium-sized ships in the 20,000 dwt (dead 
weight tonnage) to 80,000 dwt range.

Future phases in the development of the 
Erhama Bin Jaber Al Jalahma Shipyard include 
fabrication and maintenance of offshore 
structures, construction of high-value small ships 
(up to 120m in length), repair of small ships  
(up to 20,000 dwt) and, finally, production of 

When the first ‘special 
survey’ of the LNG 
carrier Simaisma was 
completed at the 
N-KOM dry dock in 
April, RasGas entered 
a new phase in the 
maintenance of its 
27-strong chartered fleet
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Qatar is now positioned at 
the forefront of global port 
development and the energy 
sector’s shipping industry
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fibre-reinforced plastic (FRP) commercial and 
leisure boats. These phases will be completed 
during 2013, by which time the shipyard will 
be one of the largest in the world, providing 
maintenance and repair services for vessels in 
various industries.

Until this year, Qatar’s ships have used 
Singapore, the United Arab Emirates and Japan 
for dry-dock maintenance. But now there will 
be no waiting for a vacant dry-dock berth 
abroad. Nakilat’s fleet of LNG carriers – it owns 
or part owns 16 per cent of global LNG shipping 
tonnage, including 21 of RasGas’ 27 chartered 
ships – will take up around a quarter of the 
shipyard’s capacity, with the remainder available 
to other vessels on a commercial basis.

Many shipping companies are expected to 
take advantage of the N-KOM dry dock. It is 
strategically placed relative to international 
shipping routes in the Gulf region, and its 
facilities, which were designed and built with 
Qatar’s Q-Flex and Q-Max vessels in mind,  
are second to none.

Secure, reliable, cost-effective
RasGas’ ability to maintain and repair its LNG 
carriers in Qatar reinforces the integrity of the 
company’s supply chain, the sustainability of 
its business model, and its position as a secure, 
reliable and cost-effective supplier of LNG. The 
charter fleet is an integral link in the company’s 
LNG supply chain, and RasGas has always placed 
the highest priority on keeping the ships in peak 
operating condition. Customers can be assured 
of RasGas’ ability to deliver securely and on time.

As the dry dock has been built to handle 
Q-Flex and Q-Max ships, maintenance and repair 
works on RasGas’ LNG carriers will be extremely 
efficient. Q-Flex and Q-Max ships, like all RasGas’ 
vessels, are double-hulled to provide maximum 
cargo protection, making them some of the 
safest, most advanced LNG vessels on the seas.

The Simaisma’s first special survey was 
completed in just 20 days – the ship left the 
N-KOM dry dock on 17 April. Due to completing 
all work within the specified period, Maran Gas 
Maritime awarded the N-KOM team a delivery 
bonus. For the Simaisma, meanwhile, it was 
straight back to business. By the end of April the 
ship was loading a cargo of LNG at Ras Laffan 
port for delivery to Yung An, Taiwan.

Simaisma

The contract to build the Simaisma was 
signed in March 2004, and the new ship 
was launched in July 2005. After extensive 
sea and gas trials the naming ceremony was 
held at the Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine 
Engineering’s shipyard in Korea on 27 April 
2006: the Simaisma was named after a small 
fishing and pearling community 25 kilometres 
north of Doha, and was the eighth LNG 
carrier to join the RasGas fleet.

The ship is 285.4m long, 43.4m wide and 
26m deep. Its four LNG tanks have a total 
cargo capacity of 145,700m3, which in 2006 
made the Simaisma one of the largest ships 
in the fleet.

By the end of 2006 the Simaisma had 
delivered five cargoes of Qatari LNG. To date, 
the vessel has delivered 55 cargoes – or 
approximately 7.9 million cubic metres of 
LNG – to RasGas’ contract and spot-sale 
customers in Belgium, India, Italy, Japan, 
Korea, Spain, Taiwan and Turkey.
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Energy  
exchange

Gastech 2011 surpassed 
even the high standard 
set in previous years. 
The scale and ambition 
of the 25th edition, 
held recently in 
Amsterdam, mirrors the 
phenomenal growth of 
the industry it serves

Governments and industries around the world 
are under pressure to meet the growing demand 
for cleaner, more efficient energy. As the world’s 
cleanest-burning fossil fuel, with up to 70 per 
cent fewer CO2 emissions than coal, natural gas 
is increasingly the fuel of choice.

The Gastech series of conferences and 
exhibitions have played a key role in raising the 
profile of gas, which is now the most important 
growth sector of the energy business. Since 
1972, Gastech has focused on clean fuel in the 
form of natural gas, liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)

The measure of Gastech’s success over the 
last few decades is reflected in the regular, 
high-level participation of governments and 
the world’s leading oil and gas companies. At 
Gastech 2011, for example, gas leaders from 
six major international producers – RasGas, 
Qatargas, ExxonMobil, Shell, Chevron and  
BP – were among the keynote speakers.

Since its inception in 1972, Gastech has 
become a highlight of the gas industry calendar. 
The global conference and exhibition circulates 
around the world’s main gas-producing and 
consuming countries. It attracts a wide range 
of geo-commercial delegates, visitors and 
exhibitors at prestigious venues in cities from 
Houston to Paris to Doha. 

This year was no exception, with Gastech 
2011 running 21–24 March at the Amsterdam 
RAI in the Netherlands. It was officially opened 
by the Dutch Deputy Premier and Minister for 
Economics, Maxime Verhagen, who highlighted 
Gastech’s influence not only in the Dutch gas 
marketplace, but the wider European and global 
gas community. Thousands of gas professionals 
from up to 70 countries attended the event, 
and nearly 300 companies had stands at the 
accompanying exhibition.

Changing times
In recent years Gastech has evolved to cover 
the entire gas spectrum – upstream, midstream 
and downstream. Strategic partnerships have 
been built with no fewer than 21 gas industry 
associations, including the Gas Technology 
Institute (GTI), Gas Infrastructure Europe (GIE), 
American Petroleum Institute (API), European 
Federation of Energy Traders (EFET), Society of 
International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators 
(SIGTTO), Society for Underwater Technology 
(SUT) and Gas Processors Association Europe 
(GPA Europe). The level of support for Gastech 
is indicative of the high regard in which the 
event is held by the global gas community.

Gastech has also expanded its independent 
governing body, which is responsible for 
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The annual Gastech conference is  
a platform for some of the world's most 
influential energy leaders, including 
government ministers and leading oil  
and gas industry experts

Gastech 2011

reviewing and selecting conference papers. The 
programme, too, has extended far beyond its 
original focus on midstream LNG and shipping. 
New topics have been introduced to meet the 
ever-changing needs of its audience, including 
new technologies, unconventional (i.e. previously 
difficult to access) gas and FLNG (floating LNG).

Key messages
In 2011, for the first time in the conference’s 
38-year history, Gastech hosted a unique 
leadership panel debate on the role of gas 
in the future energy mix. The panel brought 
together some of the world’s most influential 
energy leaders in open discussion, including 
Maxime Verhagen, Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands; Sheikh Khalid Bin Khalifa Al Thani, 
Chief Executive Officer of Qatargas; Malcolm 
Brinded, Shell’s Executive Director of Upstream; 
and Hans-Peter Floren, Member of the Board of 
Management at E.ON Ruhrgas. 

Overall, this year’s conference, hosted by 
Shell, featured more than 120 of the industry’s 
leading experts during four days of ministerial 
keynotes and addresses, commercial, technical 
and speciality presentations, question and answer 
sessions and panel debates. Topping the agenda 
were the key developments in the sector, such 
as the impact of unconventional gas on North 
American energy demand and its repercussions 
for global markets – particularly LNG. 

Another highlight was the exciting level of 
innovation in gas production and delivery. These 
developments reflect the momentous changes in 
the industry in recent years, and Gastech 2011 

conference papers explored a number of new 
technologies, projects and case studies in the 
LNG sector, providing an overview of industry 
developments and future trends. 

There was also a special session dedicated 
to gas trading and origination, organised in 
partnership with the European Federation of 
Energy Traders (EFET). European heads of 
trading, regulators and international producers 
were invited to debate European gas supply 
and demand issues from a global perspective, 
including gas transmission, pipelines and 
connectivity.

The energy to connect
Conferences such as Gastech offers bring 
together senior decision-makers and 
professionals from both the commercial and 
technical aspects of the global gas world. 
They provide a platform to debate business 
trends, share information and discuss the latest 
commercial and technological developments in 
the industry.

RasGas is committed to sharing its knowledge 
with industry peers and collaborating to develop 
a global LNG industry, and for this reason the 
company is a regular presenter at international 
industry events. At this year’s Gastech, Hamad 
Mubarak Al Muhannadi, RasGas Operations 
Group Manager, delivered a presentation on ‘New 

20th World Petroleum 
Congress

Members of the organising committee 
for the 20th World Petroleum Congress 
(20WPC) gathered at the Qatar Petroleum 
stand at Gastech 2011 to call for papers.  
The 20WPC is hosted by Qatar Petroleum 
and will take place at the Qatar National 
Convention Centre, 4–8 December 2011. 
This will be the first time that the WPC will  
be hosted in the Middle East since the event 
was established in 1933. 
www.20wpc.com

Technologies and Innovations Advancing Qatar’s 
LNG Industry’, as part of the technical session on 
‘LNG, LPG and Chemical Gas Shipping’.

“RasGas and the State of Qatar have recently 
completed a significant expansion programme 
to supply LNG to markets throughout 
the world,” said Al Muhannadi. “As well as 
meticulous planning, the unprecedented scale 
of this programme required creativity and the 
implementation of technological innovations 
from the wellhead to the plant, through 
shipping, and on to the product-receiving 
terminals.” Al Muhannadi’s presentation 
illustrated RasGas’ innovations through the 
LNG value chain, including pioneering surface 
and sub-surface technology in Qatar’s North 
Field; processes to enhance LNG production; 
investment in new LNG refrigeration machinery 
technology; emissions reduction to preserve the 
environment; plant commissioning (reducing 
time to LNG production); LNG shipping (Q-Flex 
and Q-Max carriers); the development of 
offshore receiving terminals; and innovations 
to maintain the company’s high operational 
performance, safety and reliability. 

Al Muhannadi cited recent LNG industry 
benchmarking results to demonstrate the 
impact of such innovations. He revealed that 
RasGas scored better than the industry average 
in several key areas. “RasGas achieved nearly 98 
per cent reliability and nearly 95 per cent asset 
utilisation,” he explained. “Our greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions were 0.418/tonne of LNG, 
0.248/tonne of HC – again, both better than 
the industry average.”

The extensive range of quality technical and 
commercial papers at Gastech 2011 reflects the 
current fast-moving developments in the gas 
industry. Plans are already in hand for Gastech 
2012 (see below). Forward-looking events such 
as Gastech and 20WPC (see panel, left), which 
offer in-depth analysis of possible directions 
for the energy industry, will continue to be the 
launch pad for future innovations. 

Gastech 2012

The 26th edition of Gastech will take place at 
ExCeL in London, 8–11 October 2012. One 
of the themes will be the UK gas market, as 
it moves from domestic gas production to 
global imports. Over time, LNG imports could 
account for as much as 40–50 per cent of 
the total UK supply. However, increasing 
fears about the security of supply in Europe 
means that the UK will be competing with 
European and emerging Asian markets for 
LNG cargoes.
www.gastech.co.uk

Gastech has played a key 
role in raising the profile of 
gas, which is now the most 
important growth sector of  
the energy business



28 RasGas MAGAZINE

Community 
connections

Through innovative programmes 
and collaborative working, RasGas is 
supporting local communities in all 
areas. In doing so, it has emerged as a 
Corporate Social Responsibility leader 
in Qatar, helping to deliver the Qatar 
National Vision 2030

CSR

No business exists in a vacuum. Employees and their families 
depend on it for their livelihoods. Customers, suppliers and the 
local community are all affected by the business and what it 
does. The way a company operates also has an impact on the 
environment. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is about how 
a business acknowledges the impact of its activities on the wider 
world, and how it uses this impact in a positive way. 

Since RasGas relaunched its CSR programme in March 2006, it 
has set new standards for corporate citizenship in Qatar. RasGas 
believes that corporations should support the local communities 
in which they operate, because they are part of the bigger 
‘family’ of any business. As a leading Qatari company and a global 
energy supplier, RasGas sees its connection with society as 
integral to its operations. It works closely with local communities 
to generate a positive and sustainable impact, balancing its 
commercial activities and business success with re-investment 
for the future.  

The company’s approach to CSR is characterised by innovative 
thinking and collaborative working. RasGas’ dynamic CSR 
programme focuses on making a lasting and positive impact in 
four ‘cornerstone’ areas – community, education, environment 
and health (including sports) – all critical to sustainable 
development in Qatar. 

Making a difference
A key feature of the CSR programme is the RasGas annual 
Charity Gala Dinner and Pro Am Golf Tournament. At the 2011 
event in February, RasGas customers, shareholders, business 
associates and employees from around the world donated more 
than QR 1.3 million.

The substantial proceeds of this year’s Charity Gala will be 
distributed to three Qatar-based worthy causes, via RasGas’ 
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RasGas has 
developed the 
Safety Ambassador 
programme for local 
school students, 
helping to share its 
corporate know-how 
with the community 

CSR

innovative Sunduk Al Kheir charity fund. The Qatar Society 
for Rehabilitation and Special Needs will be able to buy much 
needed special equipment and materials for the children and 
young people it supports. The donation will allow Hamad 
Medical Corporation to refurbish two children’s play-areas in 
the paediatric unit, with remaining funds to be used to provide 
healthcare to sick children of underprivileged families. Finally the 
Qatar Foundation for the Care of Elderly People will be supported 
in its work providing vital healthcare, social activities and 
psychological support to the elderly and their families. 

RasGas launched Sunduk Al Kheir in 2010, to provide financial 
and practical support to people of all nationalities in Qatar. The 
fund was inspired by the first pillar of the Qatar National Vision 
(QNV) 2030, which is to develop “a just and caring society based 
on high moral standards, and capable of playing a significant role 
in the global partnership for development.” RasGas is playing 
an important role in realising this human development pillar of 
QNV2030 across all areas – social, economic, health, education 
and the environment.

Education and economic growth
Her Highness Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser, Chairperson of 
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community 
Development, has frequently underlined the importance 
Qatar attaches to quality education, regarding it as the key 
to progress and development. “My passion is education for 
all, regardless of gender, location or circumstance,” she said 
recently. Acknowledging the ripple effect of quality education 
throughout the community, RasGas has forged close links 
with local and international higher educational and vocational 
institutions, and today it offers young Qataris a wide range of 
scholarships, internships and on-the-job training.

RasGas has also created other positive alliances that are 
bringing real benefits to Qatar’s socio-economic development. 
In March this year, in a joint initiative with the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, RasGas became the 2011 exclusive sponsor 

of the Tamkeen Al Mar’at north area training programme to 
empower Qatari women. Tamkeen Al Mar’at will equip women 
of all ages living in Qatar’s North Community with the skills and 
knowledge they need to develop their career opportunities. By 
its sponsorship of Tamkeen Al Mar’at, RasGas is demonstrating 
strong support for the development of Qatar’s human capital, 
irrespective of age or gender. 

Passing on the knowledge
Skills transfer is another important area of human capital 
development. Safety and health awareness is a core element 
of RasGas’ business philosophy, and RasGas is committed to 
sharing the benefits of its expertise with the local community. 
Working with the British Safety Council and senior students from 
Al Khor International School (AKIS), it recently developed the 
Safety Ambassador programme. RasGas employees from the 
Safety, Health, Environment and Quality (SHE&Q) Group are fully 
involved in the programme, sharing their expert knowledge. 

Students are accredited by the British Safety Council and 
receive ongoing support from the RasGas Safety department in 
their role as Safety Ambassadors to their fellow students. And 
beyond school, the young people carry these essential life skills 
into wider society. “Safety concerns have to be embedded in 
everyone’s education from an early age,” said Dr Ali Al Hargan, 
RasGas Safety Manager. “When skilled in safety procedures, 
students have the basic knowledge to detect and prevent 
potential incidents and know how to respond quickly if presented 
with a dangerous situation.”  

Protection of the environment is also a core RasGas 
commitment. At national level the company works closely 
with state regulators on new initiatives to further develop its 
environmental protection policies for the benefit of Qataris 
today and for generations to come. For the same reason RasGas 
supports an imaginative range of environmental awareness 
projects, from delivering a series of recycling presentations in 
local schools to sponsoring ‘Wings of Qatar’, an exhibition of 
photography of Qatar’s indigenous and migratory birds, during its 
2010 Year of the Environment.

RasGas also encourages its employees to volunteer their time, 
skills or practical support for worthy causes. For example, the 
Management Services Group is working closely with Dhreima, a 
charity offering residential care for orphans from birth to 17 years 
old. Employees are proactively linked to Dhreima activities and 
programmes that are specifically targeted to the children’s needs. 

An evolving programme
RasGas is continually working with the community to understand 
how its CSR programme can meet its changing needs. Following 
the success of its 2010 Year of the Environment, RasGas has 
dedicated 2011 as its Year of the Community, as a sign of its 
ongoing commitment to supporting worthy causes in Qatar. 
The annual RasGas Charity Gala, Tamkeen Al Ma’rat and the 
Safety Ambassador programme are all important elements of 
this new RasGas Corporate Social Responsibility campaign, which 
includes a year-long programme of special initiatives, events and 
activities. The Year of the Community campaign is typical of the 
leadership qualities that RasGas is bringing to the whole concept 
of CSR in Qatar.

“RasGas is a committed corporate citizen,” said Hamad Rashid 
Al Mohannadi, Managing Director. “We are determined to make a 
positive contribution to the life of Qatar’s communities, through 
our dynamic CSR programme and the Sunduk Al Kheir charity 
fund.” At RasGas, CSR is regarded both as an investment in 
people and an investment in the future.
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